The Superpowers and the Middle East
on us a medicine that would not cure the illness but aggravate it",
she said.13- In other words, the Israeli government is in no mood
to trust again guarantees given by the Big Powers, and does not
believe that peace is really possible now or for several years.133
Israel refuses to acknowledge any major responsibility for the
Arab refugee problem. She puts the entire blame upon the Arab
governments, both for the original flight of the refugees and for
more than twenty years of their impoverished exile, since it was
the Arab armies that started the conflict by attacking Israel on
the very day the state was proclaimed. Informed observers,
however, contend that psychologically and politically the Arabs
cannot reach any real settlement with the Israelis until the latter
accept a major share of the responsibility for the Arab refugee
problem and take positive steps to provide restitution and com-
pensation for Arab losses.13*1 It is also believed that the growing
bitter attitude of the refugees, whose number now approximates
two million,155 constitutes the greatest threat to Israel. The refugees
claim the right to return to their land and they vow that "they
ix* Statesman, Calcutta, 20 April 1969, p. 1.
183 The hanging of nine Jews in Baghdad in January 1969, on doubtful
"espionage** charges exacerbated Israeli feelings. This incident drove home
the feeling of futility about negotiating with the Arabs, and the Israelis
seemed to be saying: "Whom are we going to deal with? With those who
turn a mock trial and public hanging into a carnival?" New York Times,
Weekly Review, 9 February 1969, p. 7.
i34 While Israel is prepared to discuss the question of compensation,
she is opposed to repatriation of the refugees who, in view of their intense
hatred and desire to secure the extinction of Israel, are considered as a
security risk. Israel, moreover, contends that she has already contributed
to a solution of the refugee problem by receiving several hundred
thousand Jewish refugees from Arab lands among its immigrants.
Laqueur, Documentary History, 24n, p. 162.
*» In 1948 there were about 700,000 refugees. By the time of the
Six Day War in June 1967, there were 13 million refugees. Since then
700,000 more have fled from Israeli occupied territory.
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